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Respite placement — supporting families
that raise children with disabllities

E . h families raising chil-
I% tdren with disabilities,
from Chisinau Municipality and Or-
hei raion, are benefiting for the first
time in our country of respite foster
care placement. This type of place-
ment will allow the parents that rai-
se children with disabilities, to have
some time of respite, when they will
be able to solve certain health or fa-
mily problems they face.

According to Anna Palii, foster
care expert at Partnerships for Every
Child, respite placement can last up
to 45 days per year. Respite foster care
will be provided to children under 18
who have any type of disability.

It should be noted that the place-
ment itself is preceded by a matching
process between the child, his family,
and the foster parents. Thus, the fami-
ly where the child is to be placed will
find out all the details referring to the
child and his needs. Ann Palii says that
one of the conditions is that the rela-
tion between the child and the birth
family is maintained during the entire
placement. During this time, the child
is informed about the goal, duration,
essence of the respite placement, and
when he is going to return to his bio-
logical family.

The service is regulated the natio-
nal level by the Foster Care Law that
stipulates several types of placement,
including respite. However, it has not
been fully implemented in the Repu-
blic of Moldova up to the present.

The launching of the respite place-
ment was preceded by two researches
—international and in-country. In the
first research, experts of Partnerships
for Every Child intended to identify
and analyse models that other states
are developing to support families that
raise children with disabilities. In the

second one, performed in Moldova,
the intention was to estimate the real
situation and problems faced by fami-
lies that have children with disabilities.

It was stated that these families’ situa-
tion is critical. In all cases, one of the
spouses cannot be employed because
they have to take care of the child, and
the other parent assumes the role of
family bread-bringer. Often, parents
can't even go to the doctor, because
they have to stay permanently with the
child.

The first respite placement benefi-
ciaries were selected based on applica-
tions submitted by families that have
children with disabilities. The foster
care-givers were selected within a
competition, when they were provided
training to interact with a child with
disabilities and different health-related
problems.

A new training course was organi-
zed on 29th October-2nd November,
for general and respite foster care ap-
plicants.
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Authorities are developing a mechanism
of social services procurement

Local partners and main decision-makers, internatio-
nal experts from Great Britain, Ukraine, Poland, and
Bulgaria, participated in the workshop “Social Services
Procurement”, organized by the National Participation
Council, in partnership with the Ministry of Labor, Social
Protection and Family. The goal of the workshop was to
present international positive practices in social services
procurements and discuss step-by-step actions to develop
a specific mechanism of social services procurement in the
Republic of Moldova.

At the workshop, the concept of the social services pro-
curement mechanism was presented, that is currently dis-
cussed at the technical work group of the MLSPE.

The Ministry of Labor, Social Protection and Family
previously produced the social services Book- a norma-
tive act that groups into categories social services that can
be provided at the national level within the social assistan-
ce system. The Social Services Book is new in the Republic
of Moldova, and it will be used in the development process
of social services system for all providers, both private and
public. The Book defines the structure and contents of the
service, in line with its minimum standards of activity.

At the same time, the social services Book is a first step
for the mapping of social services, which means the in-
clusion of the names of the social services providers, their
official address, types of services they provide, their bene-
ficiaries and number of places available for other benefi-
ciaries.

Apart from this, the Book ensures the unification of
the social assistance terminology. Up to the present, very
many social services of this type have been developed, but
different names for them were used by different local pu-
blic authorities. The Book is the first step to the systemati-
zation of social services, and it also includes approximate
lists of staff currently employed in these services. In what
follows, unified payrolls will be developed for social ser-
vices, and the mechanism of social services procurement
will be created.

Social services provide protection to persons in diffi-
culty, who are not able to overcome their crisis indepen-
dently. Social services are provided to prevent marginali-
zation of these persons and their social exclusion.

Social services for families include foster care, family-
type homes, day-care centers for children with disabilities
and for children at risk, etc.

The Social Services Book was developed by an exten-
ded group of experts, including public officers from the
Ministry of Labor, Social Protection and Family, represen-
tatives of social services providing NGOs, and develop-
ment partners.
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Cross-sector cooperation to eliminate
violence against children

The role of educational institutions in the provision of child security
and protection from any form of abuse and neglect, and the need to
collaborate between all specialists in-charge with child protection was
discussed at a work meeting at the Ministry of Education held on the

Heads of Education Departments,
school headmasters, and schooltea-
chers were informed about methods
of identification, reporting, and infor-
ming of the child protection authori-
ties, and about emergency protection
acts in case of imminent risk for the
child’s life and health.

Challenges like the lack of relevant
specialists in schools (school psycho-
logists, medical assistants, persons
in-charge with the children’s securi-
ty), the need to organize extra-school
activities, the lack of a mechanism of
collaboration between law-enforce-
ment agencies, social assistants, scho-
ol authorities, medical assistants, were
also discussed at the meeting.

29th of October.

The minister of Education, Maia
Sandu, talked about the role of kin-
dergarten/school in providing a se-
cure and protective environment to
the child. “Education institution is
the place where the child spends the
longest part of the day, and the things
he learns there, and the way the child
communicates there, the way he is
treated there, should be an example
for the child and other environments
he interacts with. We will react to all
signals and reports, and we will en-
courage teachers, children, parents,
and generally, all citizens, by all pos-
sible means, to report all suspicious
or confirmed cases of ill-treatment of
children”, added the minister.

The participants of the meeting
discussed the cross-sector coopera-
tion mechanism of assistance and
monitoring children - victims and
potential victims of abuse. The pro-
ject was developed by the Ministry of
Education, Ministry of Labor, Social
Protection and Family, Ministry of
Health, and the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, in collaboration with a num-
ber of international organization and
NGOs. The authors of the document
intend to ensure efficient cross-sector
cooperation in the process of assis-
tance and monitoring of children at
risk and exposed to various forms of
abuse, neglect, exploitation, and tra-
flicking, in line with national and in-
ternational legislation.
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Advisory Boards of Children
evaluated the foster care service

ostered children now feel much

better than before their place-
ment. Now they can attend school
regularly, they are no longer explo-
ited in hard work, not forced to beg,
and are involved only into activities
that help them learn life skills. Being
in foster families, children enjoy res-
pect, care, love, here they have better
living conditions. Few of these chil-
dren had hot meals, rooms of their
own, or parental love, before they
were placed into Foster Care.

Due to these conditions, children
develop, have possibility to parti-
cipate in various school and extra-
school activities, to be appreciated,
feel loved and protected. These are
only some of the conclusions of
monitoring and evaluation report of
children in foster care, performed by
the members of the Advisory Boards
of Children (ABCs) in Falesti, Un-
gheni, and Calarasi raions.

Members of ABC visited over 80
children in foster care families. The
monitoring and evaluation process
consisted of several stages. The chil-
dren had a number of trainings in
the beginning, where they learned
what Foster Care is, what the princi-
ples of this service’s organization are,
had numerous meetings with speci-
alists of Social Assistance Depart-
ments, in-charge with this service.
The ABC members discussed in
detail, how this service is provided,
and how children get to be placed
here. Later on, they had several trai-
nings, to practice questioning skills
in interviews with FC beneficiaries.

The conclusions of the research
were systematized and presented to
decision-making specialists at the
raion level.

The recommendations given by
the authors of the research include

the fact that the child, depending
on his/her age, is announced about
the foster care placement. Where
possible, the child should also know
the cause of the placement and its
duration. According to the authors
of the report, this information will
give children more confidence about
their future.

It was also underlined that the
teachers, especially class head-tea-
chers in the children’s community
schools should be informed and

trained to ensure more efficient in-
tegration. This will contribute to the
prevention of abuse and discrimi-
nation of children placed into foster
care.

Apart from this, the authors of
the research consider that it is impe-
rative that foster parents fully obey
the child foster care placement pro-
cedure at the child’s placement. The
discussions with the children revea-
led that this procedure is not much
respected.
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All children from the Republic of Moldova
should have equal chances in education

Interview with Valentin CRUDU,
Head of General Department of preschool, primary,
and secondary mainstream education

of the Ministry of Education

- Mr. Crudu, how do you appre-
ciate the national inclusive educa-
tion development program? How
many children have already been
integrated into schools due to this
program? What are the objectives
for the future?

- Inclusive education means that all
children from the Republic of Moldova
should have equal chances and access
to mainstream education. There are still
21 specialized residential institutions,
called auxiliary schools, where some-
what more that 3 thousand children
with mental disabilities study. The in-
clusive education development program
for years 2011-2020 appeared with the
help of the non-governmental sector,
of organizations supporting the Gov-
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ernment of the Republic of Moldova to
promote a new approach and give equal
chances to all children in mainstream
school. This program obliges us to take
a different approach to persons with dis-
abilities, and, first of all, to accept them
and give them access to education, but
also to create possibilities for them to
obtain a profession, enabling them to
support themselves. In this sense, the
normative framework was developed, as
there had bee inexistent. In present, the
model of inclusive education is piloted
in about 20 raions of the Republic of
Moldova, covering 1604 children in 291
mainstream education institutions. Till

recently these children attended various
special institutions, and we are very glad
that today they go o school in their own
communities.
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I present, the model
nof inclusive educati-
on is piloted in about

20 raions of the Republic
of Moldova, covering 1604
children in 291 main-
stream education
institutions.

- How are the teachers prepared
to interact with children who have
special educational needs and to
contribute to their school and social
integration?

- Before 2011 there were discussions
in the Republic of Moldova only about
the need of support teaching staff for
children with disabilities. There are in
present over 100 educators in schools
with inclusive education practices, who
work to help children cover the material
within their own intellectual and physi-
cal potential. We went even more ahead,
and we developed the Individual Educa-
tion Plan. It provides mainstream educa-
tional program for children with special
needs, where the teacher can adapt cur-
riculum, based on every child’s physical
and intellectual development. In 2012,
the first 39 children with special educa-
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tional needs finished secondary school
based on individual tests.

Beginning with 2012, the pedagogi-
cal universities already introduced the
module of inclusive education into the
program of future teachers’ initial train-
ing, so that every person who intends to
work in the educational system knows
certain techniques and methods of in-
clusive teaching. We are talking about
equal and fair approach to each child.

I 2012, the first
n39 children with
special educational needs

finished secondary school
based on individual tests.

- The ministry previously an-
nounced the educational environ-
ment about the existing opportunity
to create psycho-pedagogical ser-
vices aimed at supporting children
with special needs in their integra-
tion into school and community.
How many raions have such struc-
tures, and when will we have them
working on the entire territory of the
country?

- Psycho-pedagogical services will
be created within all raion education de-
partments. Psychologists, psycho-ped-
agogues, other relevant specialists will
be employed, to provide psychological
consultation in schools that do not have
their own psychologists. Up to present,
psycho-pedagogical services have been
created in nine raions. They are provided
to children who have development, cog-
nitive, learning, and other types of diffi-
culties, and to their families. This service
will also be addressed to specialists who
work with children in difficulty, educa-
tional institutions, local public authori-
ties, health institutions, social services,
etc. It is planned that the specialists
working in this service provide a wide va-
riety of support, consultation, education
services to persons who have children in
care: parents, legal representatives, foster
care-givers, parent-educators of family-
type homes, other persons.
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Advisory Board of Children

representatives participate
at an infernational event

Representatives of Advisory Boards of Children
from Calarasi and Falesti raions participated
at an international event “Training of children
and young people from alternative care”,
on October 18-24, 2012.

The event held in Sofia, Bulgaria,
gathered young people from the Ne-
therlands, Malta, Great Britain, Fin-
land, Moldova, Ukraine, Russia, and
Kenya.

Natalia Semeniuc, expert in child
participation, said that during four
days, young people from alternative
care learned to become trainers, ena-
bling them to promote in the future ri-

ghts of children who are in placement.
The participants had the goal to creat
an international platform and establish
sustainable partnerships at the interna-
tional level.

During the following days, 20 yo-
ung people - the first “disciples” of the
young trainers — joined the event. Thus,
the information learned during the
training was implemented in practice.
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Lenuta regained her childhood

Until recently, Lenuta, a five-year-old girl with blond hair and

blue eyes, didn’t know what it means to live at home.

She didn’t know how it is to have loving parents, toys, nice clothes,
and tasty food every day. Ever since she remembers, she has been
living in a residential institution, and the notion of home was as
distant from her, as the planet Mars.

I the home of Mrs. Maria Volosciuc,
nfoster parent, the girl regained her
childhood and started it all over again,
enjoying every day simple, but extreme-
ly important things that could have left
a true enigma for her, should she have
stayed in residential care.

Twice a month Lenuta and her foster
mother go to see the girl's two elder
brothers, who are still in the residential
school. Mrs. Volosciuc told us that she
insisted that Lenuta maintained relations
with her biological brothers, so that they
continue to be a family. The children’s fa-
ther died and their mother has incurable
disease.

Encouraged by her new family, Le-
nuta makes significant progress every
day, and the foster parents are happy
with every new invention of the child.

“She sings, dances, shows puppet
theatre to us. In a word, we are never bo-
red since she came to our home. Now we
are learning letters and figures. 'm very
glad that she’s so smart and gets very
quickly all new information’, says Maria.

Mrs. Volosciuc has the profession of
accountant, and she decided to become
foster care shortly after her biological
children went abroad to work and stu-
dy. Having left home alone, the spouses
felt the need to bring back to the house

a child’s voice. Very soon they applied
to the Municipal Child’s Rights Depart-
ment, and after several trainings and
monitoring visits they saw their dream
true. They virtually fell in love with Le-
nuta, from the very first moment they
saw her. Although the girl adapted with
difficulty, the foster parents’ love and
patience made them all attached to each
other, and now they only regret that they
haven’t been together all that time.

In the courtyard smoothed in green
plants and flowers and in her bedroom,
Lenuta feels like in a true kingdom of chil-
dhood where she doesn’t lack anything:
she has a swing, and a bicycle, and toys,
and friends - several playful kittens.

The family replaced the girl's pa-
rents. The foster care-givers are doing
their best to make the child happy. The
girl has everything she needs, but what is
most important - she feels love and care
that her new parents give her uncondi-
tionally.




